PLUCKLEY

There are several reported ghosts attributed to Pluckley, Kent. UK. With many visits and some
completed investigations, further research helped to understand how the folk lore has developed.

Richard ‘Dickie’ Buss

Folk Lore: The black silhouette of miller Richard ‘Dicky’ Buss apparently haunts a ruined windmill near
a house called The Pinnocks. The mill was shut down by Buss in the 1930s and was subsequently
destroyed by a fire in 1939 after being struck by lightning — but it seems his spirit refuses to leave. It’s
claimed the ghostly presence of Buss can be witnessed prior to the arrival of a thunderstorm.

No evidence found to disprove this.

Monk

Folk lore: The supernatural presence of a monk is said to haunt the grounds of a house called
Greystones although it was probably rebuilt from the Tudor version of previous years. Built around
1863, the abode was originally named Rectory Cottage — home of the curate for St Nicholas church. It
was renamed Greystones in 1924, and since then no residents have reported any unusual activity
inside or outside the house. No evidence found to disprove this.

Lady of Rose Court (Tudor)

Folk lore: The Lady of Rose Court, is said to have poisoned herself in despair over a love triangle as
she fell in love with the monk but he loved another. She committed suicide by eating poisonous
berries. She haunts the house and the gardens between 1600 and 1700 hours and is said to be heard
calling her two dogs. No evidence found to disprove this.




The marching Colonel

Folk lore: An unnamed man travelled to Park Wood, near Pluckley, and committed suicide by hanging
himself. Now his ghost is seen marching through the woods in full military costume, hence his
nickname, Colonel. His ghost is completely harmless and does not appear distressing; most people
who see him don't even know he's a ghost. No evidence found to disprove this,
however: additional fact, 1915:
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FATALITY AT PLUCKLEY.

An mquest was held at Pluckley on Thurs-
day by Mr. C .D. Murton, relative to the
cath of Sergt.-Ma Alfre ;
204, Godinton Road, Ashford, which occurred
at the Remount Depot, Pluckley, on Tuesday
evening. Deceased, it was stated, was 51
years of age, and previous to going to the
Remount Depot he was a clerk. He had 22
‘years’ military service, and was Colour-Ser-
geant in the Royal Irish when he petired on
pension. On Tuesday he mounted a horse
which had just camoe off the rail, but, becom-
ing unseated, he fell t¢c the ground, and {rac-
tured the base of his skull. A verdict of “Ac-
sidental death” was returned.—The funeral
which was conducted by Mr. E. Wocd (Hail-
sham) took place at the Ashford Cemeterv on

Black Horse

Folk lore: The pub is also well known for its many ghosts, one of which being an invisible phantom
who makes himself known by moving both glasses and possessions around the pub -which can go
missing for days on end. Many customers have felt or seen the presence of a small child. This long
history of happenings has been experienced by both the Landlady and landlord, and customers
throughout the pub’s rich history. No evidence found to disprove this.

Phantom Schoolmaster

Folk lore:

Version 1 - Hanging body a schoolmaster that is suspected of having committed suicide after World War I. The hanging body of the schoolmaster from Smarden
was found by Richard Buss a few weeks after he went missing.

Version 2 - Henry Turff was the headmaster of Pluckley School. He was very close friends with the Headmaster of the nearby village of Smarden, Who would
travel to Pluckley every Sunday to visit Turff and discuss politics, However, one Sunday the Headmaster from Smarden went missing. He was later found on the
land leading to the mills. he had hung himself in a tree, Bereaved by this, Henry Turff Decided to take his life only a few days later. He done so in the same place
and in the same manner as his friend, Although the Smarden Headmasters ghost has never been seen, Turff's ghost has been seen on the lane. Hanging from the tree
where he killed himself. This ghost was later seen by a newspaper journalist who said that the ghost was dressed in a green blazer and stripy trousers

Version 3 - In the 1920s, at the end of Dick Buss’s lane, a group of children on their way to school came upon the body of their teacher, hanging from the branch of
a tree. The reason for his suicide was never discovered, but on certain nights, when a light breeze rustles the trees and a full moon sits high over the neighbourhood,
his ghostly form is clearly seen, swinging back and forth, hanging from the branch where his living form breathed its anguished last.

Version 4 - The Hanging Headmaster. In life his name was Henry Turff, and he was the head of Smarden School. Every Sunday he would journey to Pluckley to

meet his good friend Richard Buss — who supposedly became the phantom of the Pinnocks — and the pair would discuss politics and other topics of interest. One

Sunday, however, the Headmaster did not appear. His body was later found hanging from a tree. Ever since his apparition has been spotted, still hanging from the
very same tree which grows in the lane leading toward the old mill.




However, this cannot be true..

Re HENRY EDWIN TURFF, Deceased.

Pursuant to the Trustee Act, 1925. :

NOTICE is hereby given that all persons hav;

any claims against the estate of H Edwin Tui
late of The Mount, Pluckley, Kent, Retired School-
master (who died on the 1rth April 1940 and whose
Will was ed in the Prin eifcl Probate Registry
on the zotg June 1940 by the Misses Mabel and May
Essam the executrices thereof) are required to send
iculars of their claims to the undersigned on or
the 23rd September 1940 after which date
the said executrices will proceed to distribute thé

said estate amongst the ns entitled thereto
ha regard only to the of which they shall
then have had notice; and that they will not be

liable for the said estate or any gri;thmoi s0
distributed to any person of whose they shall
not then have had notice.—Dated 15th July rg4o.

HALLETT and CO., Ashford, Kent, Solicitors
(228) for the Executrices.
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TURFF Henry Edwin of The Mount Pluckley Kent died 11 April
1940 at The West Kent Hospital Maidstone Probate London
20 June to Mabel Essam and May Essam spinsters.
Effects £1859 3s. 6d.

The Mount (left)where School teacher Henry Edwin Turff lived with his wife Sarah (Essam). He
retired and moved to Newport Pagnell to live as a widower with his sister-in-law’s. He died in
1939 and was not found hanging in a tree. The Black Horse was originally a blacksmith.
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TURFF Sarah of The Mount Pluckley Kent (wife of Henry Edwin
Turff) died 19 August 1928 Administration London 28 Nov-
ember to the said Henry Edwin Turff schoolmaster.

Effects £768 17s. z2d.

This story is well documented despite it being untrue for Mr Turff, however there is a reported
story of a suicide in a field, found by a 13-year-old (son). The purported ghost may be attached
to this fact.

The folk lore of Turff’s ghost is incorrect.
Additional Fact: In 1856 John Philpot Skeer/Skier committed suicide in a field.

A known criminal (larceny) Second witness: John Cork also known criminal (larceny):

PLUCKLEY.

Suicipe—On Friday, an inquest was held at the
Black Horse, on the bo({y of John Skier, an agricultural
labourer, in the employ of Sir Edward Dering. James
Skier, a boy of 13 years of age, stated that deceased,
who was his father, had been ill for several weeks, bat
was on Thursday morning working in the field, as
usual Witness missed him about five o'clock, and pro-
ceeding in search, found him suspended by a piece of
small cord, one end being fastened round a staple fixed
in a part of the hay house, and the other end round his
neck. Witness touched him, and found he was dead.
Assistance was then obtained. John Cork, a labourer,
also in the employ of Sir Edward Dering, that
he had known the deceased, and had worked with him
on the same farm, for 20 years. He had spoken to him
several times of late, but had noticed .oth-i:, particular.
On the day in question he was called, found the
deceased as described _lliy the last witness. The jury
returned & verdict of * Temporary insanity.

Red Lady

Folk lore: The Red Lady, reputedly a member of the Dering family who haunts the churchyard of St

Nicholas’s Church. A small white dog has also been reported in the same location. It is said that she
searches for the grave of her lost child. She is said to have dark hair and is seen wearing a red dress.
No evidence found to disprove this.




White Lady

Folk lore: A second Dering lady is also said to be haunting St. Nicholas's Church. The White Lady
was the wife of the Baron who owned much of the area. When she died, the Lord Dering was so
distressed that he had her body buried in three lead coffins and an oak one in an attempt to
stop her body from decomposing. (This 'coffin' may have been for the White Lady. It is said that
tapping can be heard from the tomb in which she is buried)

Her ghost has also been seen in the Dering family house library. During the First and Second
World Wars, the manor of Surrenden, Dering was host to a U.S Embassy. It was here that one
well-known and particularly spooky tale took place, involving a Mr. Walter Winans (1852-1920)
late one Christmas Eve. Mr. Winans had wandered the dark, foreboding rooms of the manor
alone with his hunting rifle when he found himself confronted by the White Lady in the library.
Petrified, he proceeded to take a shot at her! The shot passed through the apparition and she
vanished through a panelled wall - an area of which supposedly led to a tunnel linking the house
to the Church.

No evidence found to disprove this.

Dering Arms

Folk lore: Pluckley has two pubs connected with the Dering family, squires of the village until the First
World War. At the "Dering Arms," a former family hunting-lodge which retains its ostler's bell, the
resident ghost is an old lady who sits at a table in the bar, dressed in the clothes of a century ago.

No evidence found to disprove this.

Brickworks Screaming Man

Fact: A man smothered by a wall of clay who drowned at the brickworks

In the Pluckley Brickworks, a man was smothered by a drying clay wall that fell on him. His screams
are said to be heard coming from the brickworks, and his ghost is said to appear sometimes as well.
It was 1899, his name was Richard Bridgland (35) and he was a father of five children.

No evidence found to disprove this.



Gypsy Woman (Watercress Woman)

Folk lore: An old Gypsy woman who made a living by selling watercress at the crossroads bridge now
haunts the area.

Fact: She died when a spark from the pipe she was smoking ignited the whiskey she was drinking. She
set herself ablaze. Her name was Sarah Sharp and she died (76) 1911

Faversham News 19.8.1911

.WOMAN BURNT TO DEATH.

SHOCKING OCCURRENCE NEAR
PLUCKLETY,

A shocking fatality occurred between Smar-
den and Pluckley on Thursday, the unfortu-
nate victim being an aged Watercress seller,
. named Sarah Sharp, whose charred body was
found by the roadside and whose clothing--
some of which it was subsequently found had
been of flannelette—had been accidentally ig-
nited, probably from a smouldering tobacco

pipe.

Dr. Joyce, the deputy coroner for the Cran.
brook district, held an inquest on the body
at the Parish Room, Smarden e
A B W g KW B
al articles found near the body as belonging
to his wife, Sarah Sharp, which she had with
her when she left home about nine o’clock on
Thursday morning. She was going to Pluck-
ly and Smardeg, selling Eafercress] She was
76 vears of age and was in the habit of sinok-
ing. He could not recognise the body, but
be ideMtificdd the shoes belonging to his wife,
and also the perambulator found mnear the
body.

John Maxted, a young man, stated that
about 1.45 on Thursday he was riding horse-
back along the road between Smarden and
Pluckled in the direction of Smarden, when
he saw a woman sitting by the roadside. .
appeared to him that her pocket was on fire.
She was holding her clothes in her hand and
trying to put it out. The womar did nco ~ay
anything and he did not speak to her. It
did not occur to him that she was in danger.
He rode on about 200 yards to the farm of
Mr Millen. He reported to Mr. Millen that

there was a4 woman a roa

clothes were on fire. He then went on his
way, but hearing ‘shouting came back. Mr.
Millen was going down to the gate, and he
(witness) went back the way he had seen the
woman. He also saw Mrs. Weeks and they
all three went down to where the woman
was. He then saw the body lying on the
road. The clothes were all burnt off, and he
believed the woman was dead. Mr, Millen
had taken a bucket of water with hin. Ahout
a quarter of an hour had elapsed from the
time witness first saw the woman by the road-
side. He had heard no cry except the one
he had alluded to. After first seeing the
woman he paid no attention to the matter
until he told Mr. Millen.

Evidence having been given by Henry Mil-
len, Louisa Weeks, and P. €, Clarke,

The jury returned a verdict of * Accidental
death by burning,” and expressed the view
' that the witness, John Maxted, <howed great
thoughtlessness in not going to the aid of the
deceased woman when he first saw her.




Contact made (Jan 2022) with Sarah’s third cousin and the response:

Thanks for the message. The Sarah was my third cousin once removed. | know Pinnock bridge
well as | used to play there in my youth. As for the ghost stories they all appeared at the end of
WwiI. My father who was born in Pluckley says that were no stories before then. | also have a
friend whose grandmother (also from Pluckley) told him the same thing. Regards.

“ a
gland or Sara arp
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Fright Corner Highwayman

Folk lore: A highwayman is said to have hidden behind a tree at the Pinnock (known as ‘Fright Corner’)
and ambush intended victims as they pass. He eventually was caught by others who ran him through
with a spear, pinning him to the tree. There is no longer a tree at this spot but both a tree and the
highwayman is said to appear. There is one recorded instance of highwayman activity in Pluckley and

no executions for this area noted at Penenden Heath.
No evidence found to disprove this.




1862

OIGIWAY ROBBERIES,

A poor man, named Abraham Standen, who travels the
country with hertings for sale, was waylaid on the 25th
ult. by three ruffians, who fell upon him in a lonely spot,
uear and, in spite of his appeals for mercy,
cruellv beat and plundered him of all he possessed. He
was l-ft senseless from the effects of tieir brutal violence,
and reviving after a cousiderable time bad elapsed, reached

home with great difficulty,

1847

Pluckley.—A man named Russell, labourer of this
place, was charged before W. P. Burra, Esq., at Ash-
ford, with having stolen a silver watch, worth £2, from
Eiward Wise. The two men had been drinking
togetner at Charing, and on returning home towards
nm prisoner advised his companion, who was the
worse for liquor, to lie down under & haystack. He
dx;ils;:. ar,ul on_waking(;xp missed his watch, which was
80'd by the prisoner a day or two afterwards to 8 ma
at He was cnz:mitted for trial, v

Phantom Coach & Horses

Folk lore: A phantom coach and horses have been seen and heard in several locations around the
village. There is no evidence to disprove this, however, there are newspaper reports of a coach and
horses that bolted down the streets and into a field which caused a great fright to the villager.

No evidence found to disprove this.

Dering Woods (Screaming Woods)

Folk lore: These woods are located next to Pluckley. These woods, originally called the Dering Woods,
and villagers prefer this to the alternative ‘Screaming Woods’. The woods gained the nickname
because at night it is said you can still here the screams of the numerous people who got lost and died.
Two newspaper reports state that in 1948, 20 people were massacred and in 1998 four people went
to the woods but were never seen again although this has been proven to be fake. As for other
screams....

The woods sit along an historic smuggling trading route, supported by a complex network of villagers
who aid the transportation for payment. Many land-owners would be rumoured to be complicit in its
organisation. Baron Henry Furnese of Waldershare, was suspected and his son, Robert may have
continued with this. Robert’s death in 1733 saw returning funeral coaches being raided by customs
officials at the Bull in Dartford. They seized 50Ibs tea.



It is suggested that locals in Pluckley relayed tales of hauntings to those operating the remount
service at Surrenden House, following the closure of the house at Chomeley Dering’s death. Their
purpose being: to continue smuggling without interference from the military.

The haunting of Screaming Wood... No evidence found to prove or disprove it.

Untold Stories that have been missed:

A number of deaths occurred over time that have not been reported as ghostly, despite the stories
having ghost story elements.

Fact 1: In 1910 the Station Master met his death being struck by the express
train at Pluckley Station.

There is no mention of his ghost.

Fact 2: In 1896 Thomas Arthur Sneath (63) jumped from the bridge and onto
the track and was found with his skull broken and a foot severed.

There is no mention of his ghost.




Fact 3: Again, no mention of this story
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Fact 4: Police Constable 1934

Was he shot or was it suicide, no mention of his ghost

An inqu2st will be held at Pluckley] near
Ashford, Kest, to-day, on Police Constable
'Harry Haynes (50) who was with a
gunshot woynd in his head on the doorstep of
his home at Fluckley. A gun was found by
Haynes’ side,




Fact 5: In 1911 Murder-suicide occurred at Pluckley Grange.

No mention of any ghosts and this was the same year as the Watercress Lady.

THE MYSTERY OF
PLUCKLEY GRANGE.

Verdict of Murder and Suicide
in Kentish Tragedy.

LETTER TO DEAD MAN'S
BROTHER-IN-LAVW,

“Lily Suffers From Crazy Fancy:
Please Cremate Us Both.”

(Frou Otr Owx CURRESPONDENT.)
Asarorp, Friday.

The mystery of Pluckley Grange, where
Mr. and Mr-. Louis Berndv were found
shot dead, was inquired into by Mr. C. D. |
Minton to-day. '

The jury found that the husband wur-
dered his wife and then cemmitted suicide. |

Letters to Mr. Berndt's brother-im-law
~—the * mysterious visitoir who could not
gain admission to Pluckley Grange—and
to the coroner «howe dbevond doubt that
the Lhushand was distran~ht.  He pleaded
that he and his wie should be cremated
and their ashes huried in Berlin,

A LETTER PRODUCED.,

The Coroner: What i~ the last communi-
cation vou had with Berndt-—Mr. Oster-
litz produced a letter Jdated March 3 this
VAT,

I'he coroner said it concerned some caviare,
to be euppliad by a hrm 1n Piccadilly.

“] wrote a letter last 'riday to my brother-
in-law announcing that | was coming,” the
witness added. ““and that should be in the
house now. It was to «ay 1 was going to
I.ondon to transact business and to ask him
to meet me.”’

Witnesq told his hrother he was coming
via Dover, and said he should arrive at
Pluckley at 4.3 or 3 o'clock.

He arrived at Pluckley on Tuesdav after-
noon,

*1 was not met; 1 hrought a porter with
mv luggage. We went to the back of the
Jwuse and saw a notice tastened to the door
urderneath the knocker. 1t was in English,
and I could not read it.”

The Coroner Landed the witness a slip
of paper, which he «aid Lie recognised as the
uotice. [t read, ‘“ Send for the ypolice.”



My Dear Max.—[ could not hold vaut
any louger, as Lilv, among other thiags,
suffers from a crazy fancy that all
people are her enemies, and in case it
~hould fall to my lot to do without ber
while she is in an asylum, I cannot hold
ovut any longer.

Please cremate us both. According to
a will which Lily made six or seven years
ago evervthing is vours, and my hope is
that it will give vou more blessing and
satisfaction than it has given us.

Do please see that the animals are fed—
fowls, doge, and horse.

Messrs Ward, Bowie and Co. are our
salicitors. )

Mr. Colver, of Ashford, will advise
when the property is sold.

Lily Lhas no relatives in the world. She
was brourht up by step-parents, and has
not =een them for twe.tv vears. .

There are five Chinese and two Brazilian
Bonds from the Lank in the desk,

Bury our ashes in Berlin.

Mr. Brunger, a farmer, said he was with
Mr. Berndt rabbit«<hcoting on Monday
afternoon, and saw both him and his wife.
He noticed nothing peculiar about them,

A BLOUSE IN COURT,

Mr. Hall, a nurservivan whose property
 adjoine the chicken run at the Grange, said
;Lhat Mr. Berndt Lq‘dbh"f'h""’a"ﬂ';d" that
e was ex ng his brother-in-law.
On ‘l‘n-r:ydhozuw Mr. Berndt feeding the
chickens, but he did not eee Mrs. Berndt.
Jacob Miles, a gardener, said he saw Mre.
Berndt at the room window on Tuesday
| morning about seven o'clock. - She had a
spottdﬂw on. )
A blouse was prodnced, and witness said
that was the one he thought Mrs. Berndt
was wearing, but be was torty yarde away
when he saw her.

Frederick Terry, a labourer, of Bethers-

den, told the court he saw the Berndts out
driving at eleven e’clock on Tuesday morn-
ing; and a shepherd named Moore spoke to
seeing a notice on the door at two o'clock
on Tuesday, when he went to feed the sheep,
but did not go up to the door and read it.
He had known the Berndts for some years.
Mrs. Berndt wad a very curious woman.
She had sworn at him in a voice that ecould
be heard for a u". and had threatened to
shoot him scores of times. )
Afterwards she would burst out laughing.

‘“ AFRAID OF HER.”

1 never knew what to make of her,”
added the witneses 1 was atraid of Ler
preity often.”

‘'he Coroner: DIl vou ever see her with a
gun-—She carried one when her husband
was out shooting sometimes,

Did you ever see her shoot, mt@p‘;—
No, sll. TSy

11d vou ever hear her and her b .
quarreiiing *—XNo: she alwuyvs eeemed nico
to hiw. She never seemed to contradict.
him. -




A railwav porter, Arthur Edwards, next
described how be accompanied Mr, Osterlitz
from Pluckler Station to the Grange be-
tween 5 p.m, 6 p.m. on Tuesdayr, and
saw a piece of pinned to the door. ;

The Coroner: You saw this notice on_the
door. Ihd vou tell anybody about itr—Yes,
several people. i

1t i~ rather unuecual to eee a message on a
door. ** Send for the police.”"—I knew they
were funny peovle. 1 did not know what te

rthink of 1it. 1 thought it wae to frighten
people anay. ‘

“WOULD MAVE BEEN WISER.”

Do vou think a notice. **Send for the
;‘r;oh--_o." would trighten people’—It might
“do. sir.

Don't vou think it would have been wiser
it vou had gone stiaight off and told ~ome-
"body? You see the notice and do nothing
Cexcept tell a few gossips, is that it?—The
witness did not reply. |
| \_lhd you see a constable at all that day”—
N0,

‘ ::ot until he came to you the next day?
—No, )

::ot until he came to yon the next day*

—No.

~ Ind vou tell the station-master®—Yes, 1
told him. -

- The Coroner : Well, personally T think 1
should have done something more if 1 had
been in your posifion.

The p-tm%u ‘Thowms Grover, w]got;aw

‘the paper on m!mwt-ud at
:’ter he had finished his round he told the
por_tmmress. who communicated with the
police. !

Describing how the bhodies were found,

Police-.*'rgeam Pavne seid the woman lay
on the bed with a wound in her left side.
The bedclothes were saturated, and there
was a pool of blood on the floor. \

THE REVOLVER. 1

" Mr. Berndt was fully dressed, and lay on

his back near the beck door. There was
the track of a bullet through his clothing
and a wound in his left breast. \

Tour feet from his left hand was a Joaded
revelver; onc of its six chambers had been
emptied. ‘

The witness produced a revolver and a
double-barrelled gun found in the bedroom.
The gun was loaded in both barrels with
cartridges., eimnilar to two empty ones which
were in Mr, Berndt's trousers pocket.

There were two revolver cartri on
the Toot of the bed. On the kitchen table two
letters wera |ving open, Two other letters
were on the floor. !

The coroner, holding one of the latter,
explained that it was the one addressed to
Mr. Osterlitz,

Dr. Ballard, of the neighbouring village
of Smarden, said that Mr<, Berndt was lying
1 the natural position of a person asleep.

There were three wounds in the body, pro-
duced by two shots. Two of the ribs were
completely smashed. and the contact had
flattened manv of the shots which he took




from the wound.

In his opinion Mr. Berndt took ‘he re-
volver in hi. right hand and shot himself
with the barrel held clo~e against the waist-
coat, because the clothing was singed. He
wa~ shot through the head.

Police-Superintendent Jonee produced
documents found when the police ecarched
the hons vesterday. )

In a bureau in the dining room he found
five £100 Chinese bonds, with two Brazilian
band coupons. These were in a ssaled en-
velope addressed * Frau. K. Osterlitz.”

There was a certificate for the following

| stocks: £250 City of Pietermanitzburg, £250
| Borough of Durban, £250 City of Bloemfon-
tein, and a certificate of tranefer for part
| of the estate to Mr-. Berndt's will m mn
| favour of Max Osterlitz. There was a cer-
| tificate showing that Mr. and Mi=. Berndt
| were married at Fulham on May 18, 1898,
- M. Bendt wavdescribed then as age thirty-
[seven, a financial agent, of 3, Ninclair-gar-
‘dens, Hammersmith, the father’s name being
| Bernard,Berndt, of independent means.

The woman’s maiden name was given as
FEdith Lilian Allen, twentv-nine, spinster,

addre<s 49, Svdney-street, (helsea, and her
father’s name John Allen, deceased, general
merchant.

There was a box of jewellery, includi:j
two gold watches and diamond rings a

ulr_nnn. .

n the kitchen was a diary, the last entry
in which was made vn Monday. This only
referred to poultry.

The Coroner said there were two letters,
one in pencil and one in ink. Neither was
dated. The letter in ink was addressed to
the corouer, and ran:—

1 have killed my wife. For days and
nights sowe awful feeling has
me to do away with myself and leave my
own darling alone in the world.

I simply could not do it. Asit happens,
my brother-in-low arrived from Berlin
this afternoon at five at Pluckley Station.
He will accede to the wishes of my dear
Lily and myself to be cremated together.

ease inform Messrs. Ward, wie,
and Co., of London.

May Almighty God have mercy on both
our ~ouls, but I cannot see my own darlin
breathe and suffer, -0 bad to go down mz

~hoot her sgain.
The next letter, in pencil, aleo addressed
to the coroner, ran:—

Sir,—I am calmer now, and realise more
what I have done. 1 am waiting for my
death until later, as I wish to see the
animals fed till early afternoon. The
mrht I had was frightful, and I lay awake
allthe time, and when early morning came
I could not stand it longer.

We have been happy, very happy to-
ruer. even though my darling, here and

hen, lost her temper, but I forgive, aud
llo(g: too. may be forgiven.

r lonely life is at an end. My wife
has no relatives in the world. did
not know her own poverty, and that, per-
hp':bmade ber feel sometimes at war with
soc

The jury found that Mr. Berndt had wil-
fully murderad his wife, and alterwards
committed suicide.




Fact 6: Farmers wife drowns
No mention of her ghost

1897

PLUCKLEY.

DRATH OoF A FARMER'S WIFr BY DROWNING,—On
Saturday morning the body of Mra. Clark Wood was
taken from a pond at Plucklay., Mr. Wood, who
occupies Dowle Street Farm, had only a shors time
previously left his wife. She has been somewhat
strainge lately, and has besn under medical advice. The
e1x0 is beliaved to be one of

Fact 7: Previously mentioned suicide in Pluckley 1856
Additional Fact: In 1856 John Philpot Skeer/Skier committed suicide in a field.
A known criminal (larceny) Second witness: John Cork also known criminal (larceny):
Could this be the ghost attributed to Turff?

PLIUCKLEY.

SricipE.—On Friday, an inquest was held at the
Black Iorse, on the body of John Skier, an agricultural
labourer, in the employ of Sir Edward Dering. James
Skier, a boy of 13 years of age, stated that deceased,
who was his father, had been iil for several weeks, but
was on Thursday morning working in the field, as
usual Witness missed him about five o'clock, and pro-
ceeding in search, found bim suspended by a piece of
small cord, one end being fastened round a staple fixed

“in a part of the hay house, and the other end round his

neck. Witness touched him, and found he was dead.
" Assistance was then obtained. John Cork, a labourer,
also in the employ of Sir Edward Dering, deposed that
he had known the deceased, and had worked with him
on the same farm, for 20 years. He had spoken to him
several times of late, but had noticed nothins particular.
On the day in question he was called, an found the
deceased as described by the last witness. The jury
returned a verdict of * Temporary insanity.”

Fact 8: Pluckley Remount Service from 1914
Possible mention of his ghost

As mentioned above: Sergeant Major Alfred John BAKER DCM. Pluckley Remount Depot, Army
Remount Service (ARS) died 17th February 1915 aged 51 years. Alfred was thrown from his
horse at the Pluckley railway station en route to the “Remount Depot”. Reported in the Kentish
Express on 27th February 1915. He fell in the road fracturing his skull.

Today there are striking similarities in reports, written and video, that focus on the same

tales with none of them mentioning any of the researched facts here and the question
is: why not?

These factual stories would add to the mystery of Pluckley, if indeed there is a mystery.
Reports tell of there being no legends or ghostly sightings until the end of WWI when



the Army Remount Service formed in Pluckley, supplying horses for the military. Perhaps
new blood in the village may have been more gullible to stories over a pint at the inn.

Most Haunted Village?

This was how Pluckley was mentioned in the Guinness Book of World Records in 1989.

Not only was it never reprinted, but no such claim was made for any other place
following it. The given explanation was that they only deal with World Records, and it
was printed as a question because there are no scientific ways to prove it.

It is also worth noting that no ghostly vision has been openly documented since. Has the
overwhelming attention of television, tourists and ghost hunters left the village
desperate for a more peaceful existence? Are ‘bumps in the night’ down-cried or no
longer shared with the wider audience? Certainly, the chocolate box image would be
retained without such notoriety and would allow the residents to live a calm and
peaceful life.

The shame of it is that there is a story worthy of a Jane Austen
noveil..........

12" Baronetcy extinct with no issue to inherit 1975

1975 [edit]
» Blake of Langham (cr. 8 October 1772), extinct with the death of the sixth baronet.
* Charles of The Abbey Grange and Manchester Square (cr. 20 March 1928), extinct with the death of the third baronet.
» Dering of Surrenden Dering, Kent (cr. 1 February 1626), extinct with the death of the twelfth baronet on 16 March 1975.
» Hawkey of Woodford (cr. 5 July 1945), extinct with the death of the second baronet.
e Mappin of Thornbury (cr. 27 August 1886), extinct with the death of the sixth baronet.
« \erner of Verner's Bridge (cr. 22 July 1846), extinct with the death of the sixth baronet on 27 March 1975.

Surrenden House burned down in 1952
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