
PLUCKLEY 

There are several reported ghosts attributed to Pluckley, Kent. UK.  With many visits and some 

completed investigations, further research helped to understand how the folk lore has developed. 

 

Richard ‘Dickie’ Buss 

Folk Lore: The black silhouette of miller Richard ‘Dicky’ Buss apparently haunts a ruined windmill near 
a house called The Pinnocks. The mill was shut down by Buss in the 1930s and was subsequently 
destroyed by a fire in 1939 after being struck by lightning – but it seems his spirit refuses to leave. It’s 
claimed the ghostly presence of Buss can be witnessed prior to the arrival of a thunderstorm.  

No evidence found to disprove this. 

 

Monk  

Folk lore: The supernatural presence of a monk is said to haunt the grounds of a house called 
Greystones although it was probably rebuilt from the Tudor version of previous years. Built around 
1863, the abode was originally named Rectory Cottage – home of the curate for St Nicholas church. It 
was renamed Greystones in 1924, and since then no residents have reported any unusual activity 
inside or outside the house.                                                                   No evidence found to disprove this. 

 

Lady of Rose Court (Tudor) 

Folk lore: The Lady of Rose Court, is said to have poisoned herself in despair over a love triangle as 

she fell in love with the monk but he loved another. She committed suicide by eating poisonous 

berries. She haunts the house and the gardens between 1600 and 1700 hours and is said to be heard 

calling her two dogs.                                                                                No evidence found to disprove this. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



The marching Colonel 

Folk lore: An unnamed man travelled to Park Wood, near Pluckley, and committed suicide by hanging 

himself. Now his ghost is seen marching through the woods in full military costume, hence his 

nickname, Colonel. His ghost is completely harmless and does not appear distressing; most people 

who see him don't even know he's a ghost.                                      No evidence found to disprove this, 

however: additional fact, 1915: 

       

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Black Horse 

Folk lore: The pub is also well known for its many ghosts, one of which being an invisible phantom 

who makes himself known by moving both glasses and possessions around the pub -which can go 

missing for days on end. Many customers have felt or seen the presence of a small child. This long 

history of happenings has been experienced by both the Landlady and landlord, and customers 

throughout the pub’s rich history.                                                      No evidence found to disprove this. 

 

Phantom Schoolmaster 

Folk lore: 

 

 



 

However, this cannot be true.. 

 

 

 

 

 The Mount (left)where School teacher Henry Edwin Turff lived with his wife Sarah (Essam). He 

retired and moved to Newport Pagnell to live as a widower with his sister-in-law’s. He died in 

1939 and was not found hanging in a tree. The Black Horse was originally a blacksmith. 

 

 



 

 

 

This story is well documented despite it being untrue for Mr Turff, however there is a reported 

story of a suicide in a field, found by a 13-year-old (son). The purported ghost may be attached 

to this fact.  

The folk lore of Turff’s ghost is incorrect.                                                                                                                                    

Additional Fact: In 1856 John Philpot Skeer/Skier committed suicide in a field.  

A known criminal (larceny) Second witness: John Cork also known criminal (larceny): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Red Lady 

Folk lore: The Red Lady, reputedly a member of the Dering family who haunts the churchyard of St 
Nicholas’s Church. A small white dog has also been reported in the same location. It is said that she 
searches for the grave of her lost child. She is said to have dark hair and is seen wearing a red dress.                                                                                                         
No evidence found to disprove this. 
 

 

 



White Lady  

Folk lore: A second Dering lady is also said to be haunting St. Nicholas's Church. The White Lady 

was the wife of the Baron who owned much of the area. When she died, the Lord Dering was so 

distressed that he had her body buried in three lead coffins and an oak one in an attempt to 

stop her body from decomposing. (This 'coffin' may have been for the White Lady. It is said that 

tapping can be heard from the tomb in which she is buried) 

Her ghost has also been seen in the Dering family house library. During the First and Second 

World Wars, the manor of Surrenden, Dering was host to a U.S Embassy.  It was here that one 

well-known and particularly spooky tale took place, involving a Mr. Walter Winans (1852-1920) 

late one Christmas Eve. Mr. Winans had wandered the dark, foreboding rooms of the manor 

alone with his hunting rifle when he found himself confronted by the White Lady in the library. 

Petrified, he proceeded to take a shot at her! The shot passed through the apparition and she 

vanished through a panelled  wall - an area of which supposedly led to a tunnel linking the house 

to the Church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 No evidence found to disprove this.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dering Arms 

Folk lore: Pluckley has two pubs connected with the Dering family, squires of the village until the First 

World War. At the "Dering Arms," a former family hunting-lodge which retains its ostler's bell, the 

resident ghost is an old lady who sits at a table in the bar, dressed in the clothes of a century ago. 

No evidence found to disprove this. 

        
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Brickworks Screaming Man 

Fact: A man smothered by a wall of clay who drowned at the brickworks 
In the Pluckley Brickworks, a man was smothered by a drying clay wall that fell on him. His screams 
are said to be heard coming from the brickworks, and his ghost is said to appear sometimes as well. 
It was 1899, his name was Richard Bridgland (35) and he was a father of five children.  

No evidence found to disprove this.  



Gypsy Woman (Watercress Woman) 

Folk lore: An old Gypsy woman who made a living by selling watercress at the crossroads bridge now 

haunts the area.  

Fact: She died when a spark from the pipe she was smoking ignited the whiskey she was drinking. She 

set herself ablaze.  Her name was Sarah Sharp and she died (76) 1911                                                                                   
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Contact made (Jan 2022) with Sarah’s third cousin and the response: 

Thanks for the message. The Sarah was my third cousin once removed. I know Pinnock bridge 

well as I used to play there in my youth. As for the ghost stories they all appeared at the end of 

WWI. My father who was born in Pluckley says that were no stories before then. I also have a 

friend whose grandmother (also from Pluckley) told him the same thing. Regards. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fright Corner Highwayman 

Folk lore: A highwayman is said to have hidden behind a tree at the Pinnock (known as ‘Fright Corner’) 
and ambush intended victims as they pass. He eventually was caught by others who ran him through 
with a spear, pinning him to the tree. There is no longer a tree at this spot but both a tree and the 
highwayman is said to appear.  There is one recorded instance of highwayman activity in Pluckley and 
no executions for this area noted at Penenden Heath.                  

 No evidence found to disprove this.  
 

 



1862 

 
 

1847 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phantom Coach & Horses 

Folk lore: A phantom coach and horses have been seen and heard in several locations around the 
village. There is no evidence to disprove this, however, there are newspaper reports of a coach and 
horses that bolted down the streets and into a field which caused a great fright to the villager.    
 
                                                                                                                    No evidence found to disprove this. 
 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dering Woods (Screaming Woods) 

Folk lore: These woods are located next to Pluckley. These woods, originally called the Dering Woods, 

and villagers prefer this to the alternative ‘Screaming Woods’. The woods gained the nickname 

because at night it is said you can still here the screams of the numerous people who got lost and died.   

Two newspaper reports state that in 1948, 20 people were massacred and in 1998 four people went 

to the woods but were never seen again although this has been proven to be fake.   As for other 

screams…. 

The woods sit along an historic smuggling trading route, supported by a complex network of villagers 

who aid the transportation for payment. Many land-owners would be rumoured to be complicit in its 

organisation. Baron Henry Furnese of Waldershare, was suspected and his son, Robert may have 

continued with this. Robert’s death in 1733 saw returning funeral coaches being raided by customs 

officials at the Bull in Dartford. They seized 50lbs tea.  



 It is suggested that locals in Pluckley relayed tales of hauntings to those operating the remount 

service at Surrenden House, following the closure of the house at Chomeley Dering’s death. Their 

purpose being: to continue smuggling without interference from the military.                                 

 The haunting of Screaming Wood…                                       No evidence found to prove or disprove it. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Untold Stories that have been missed: 

A number of deaths occurred over time that have not been reported as ghostly, despite the stories 

having ghost story elements. 

Fact 1: In 1910 the Station Master met his death being struck by the express 

train at Pluckley Station. 

There is no mention of his ghost. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fact 2: In 1896 Thomas Arthur Sneath (63) jumped from the bridge and onto 

the track and was found with his skull broken and a foot severed. 

There is no mention of his ghost. 

 

 

 

 



__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fact 3: Again, no mention of this story 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fact 4: Police Constable 1934 

Was he shot or was it suicide, no mention of his ghost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fact 5: In 1911 Murder-suicide occurred at Pluckley Grange. 

No mention of any ghosts and this was the same year as the Watercress Lady. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



Fact 6: Farmers wife drowns 

No mention of her ghost 

1897 

 

 

Fact 7: Previously mentioned suicide in Pluckley 1856 

Additional Fact: In 1856 John Philpot Skeer/Skier committed suicide in a field.  

A known criminal (larceny) Second witness: John Cork also known criminal (larceny): 

Could this be the ghost attributed to Turff? 

 

Fact 8:  Pluckley Remount Service from 1914 

Possible mention of his ghost 

As mentioned above: Sergeant Major Alfred John BAKER DCM. Pluckley Remount Depot, Army 

Remount Service (ARS) died 17th February 1915 aged 51 years. Alfred was thrown from his 

horse at the Pluckley railway station en route to the “Remount Depot”. Reported in the Kentish 

Express on 27th February 1915. He fell in the road fracturing his skull. 

_________________________________________________________________________

____ 

Today there are striking similarities in reports, written and video, that focus on the same 

tales with none of them mentioning any of the researched facts here and the question 

is: why not? 

These factual stories would add to the mystery of Pluckley, if indeed there is a mystery. 

Reports tell of there being no legends or ghostly sightings until the end of WWI when 



the Army Remount Service formed in Pluckley, supplying horses for the military. Perhaps 

new blood in the village may have been more gullible to stories over a pint at the inn.  

Most Haunted Village? 

This was how Pluckley was mentioned in the Guinness Book of World Records in 1989. 

Not only was it never reprinted, but no such claim was made for any other place 

following it. The given explanation was that they only deal with World Records, and it 

was printed as a question because there are no scientific ways to prove it. 

It is also worth noting that no ghostly vision has been openly documented since. Has the 

overwhelming attention of television, tourists and ghost hunters left the village 

desperate for a more peaceful existence? Are ‘bumps in the night’ down-cried or no 

longer shared with the wider audience? Certainly, the chocolate box image would be 

retained without such notoriety and would allow the residents to live a calm and 

peaceful life. 

The shame of it is that there is a story worthy of a Jane Austen 

novel……………… 

 

 

12th Baronetcy extinct with no issue to inherit 1975 

 

 

Surrenden House burned down in 1952 
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